GILA NEWSLETTER

9TH EDI Tl ON July 20, 2002

IN STRIDE

Aswefind ourselvescurrently two-thirds
through themonth of July, it'samazing to reflect back
andredized| themissionswehave successfully
completed and the professional relationshipsthat we
have seen strengthened. Task Force 9th Engineerisan
evolving organization that dedl swith changedally, yet it
isthestrength of the soldiers, non-commissioned
officers, and officersof thistask forcethat enablesthe
GilaTask Forceto succeed, day-inand day-out.

We have now entered asignificant periodin
our rotation; we have compl eted over one-third of our
tour. Now isthetimewe need to help each other
throughthistypically difficult period. Aswecontinue
towork with soldiersto boost moraleand maintained
afocused attitude, weask that our family and friends
dothesame. Support the Family Readiness Group,
but moreimportantly, keep supporting each other.

Aswereportedinlast week’ snewdetter, the
82nd Engineer Battalion sent itsfirst recon team out
herethisweek. Both our friendsinthe82nd and this
command judged thisrecon asuccess, which we know
laysthefoundation for asuccessful transfer of authority
comethisNovember. Aswehave stated before, “the
sght of the Blue Babe, never looked so good.”

Training continueswith rangesbeing conducted
weekly, platoonsexecuting missions, NCOsworking
to ensure soldier skillsdo not degrade, and our
attached construction engineersand EOD unitscon-
tinuing with their daily missons. We continueto stand
guard, protecting thefortressknown asCBS (Camp
Bondsted). And lastly, wenever sway from our most
important mission- supporting thebrigadeinitseffortin
maintaining asafe and secure K osovo.

Aswecontinueonwith our misson, we
remainvigilant, yet wemissour familiesdearly.

Firstto Cross! LTC Nathanid Idlet

CULTURAL FMPP: “CHAPLAIN'STRIP”

The National Theater in
i Sofia: one of the many
cultural attractionsthe
capital sity of Sofia hasto
offer

Many have heard of the4-day passcurrently
sponsored by MNB-E, known as FM PP (Fighter
Management PassProgram). Every soldier isaloted
theopportunity to utilizethispassto visit and tour the
city of Sofia, Bulgaria. But what many may not know,
isthat thechaplainscurrently stationed within MNB-E
have come up with an exciting new alternative.

Known as, Cultural/Spiritual FM PP, this sponsored 4-
day trip offersacomprehensivetour of Sofiaandthe
surrounding sites. Fromvigiting thefamousRila
Monastery to enjoying atraditional BulgarianMedl,
soldiersnow havedternativetothecity limitsof Sofia-

acomprehensivetour of greater Sofiaand itssites.
I —
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HHC/9E: Headhunters
|

It has been another fast-paced week in HHC. This
week SSG Garcia, Maintenance Platoon Sergeant writes:

“ Almost three months into the deployment, HHC's
maintenance platoon has been involved in humerous mis-
sions. The platoon is currently divided into four teams and
has five sections within the platoon. Among their daily duties
and long hours of work, the section has managed to identify
class X Partsand established a manageable and accurate PLL
listing, saving the Army Hundreds of thousands of dollarsin
parts left from previous rotations. The Tool room section has
undertaken the task of ensuring all the equipment assigned to
Task Force 9E, isproperly enrolled and complying with the
AOAP program which is designed to detect early warnings of
internal wear on major componentsin the equipment, in the
long run this saves the army thousands of dollars and
downtime. The Platoon’s recovery section has been busy in
supporting the battalion conducting numerous recovery
missions. So far they have been successful at each mission.
In addition to their 24-hour on call recovery duties, this
section has established aworking rhythm with Brown and
Root in conducting scheduled services for the battalion’s
vehicles. The specialty section is currently enjoying a
workload not as demanding as they are used to, however they
kept themselves busy by improving the facilities in the motor
pooal, so far they coordinated for the tire storage racks and
many minor repairs on all equipment. The headquarters
section composed of 1LT Johnson, CW2 Hunter and MSG
Davis has stayed as busy as ever. MSG Davisis been
working hard on bringing the motor pool up to acceptable
standards and ensuring the safety standards are complied
with. This section also sponsored some soldiers from the
TMK last month. Along with al the busy activitiesthis
platoon isinvolved in, soldiers have committed themselves to
further their education at Camp Bondsteel and Camp
Monteith, 90% of the platoon isenrolled in civilian education.
Asusual, the soldiers of HHC's maintenance platoon are
providing outstanding support to the task force and doing a
few other extraactivitiesto makelifejust alittle moreinterest-
ing while deployed herein Kosovo.”

-

SSG Garcia displays his characteristic enthusiasmon the
jobinthePLL office

SGT Harrisand PV2 Shyder both assisted in running the
BN M9 pistol range and seemed to enjoy it

Other activitiesin the company included another
MEDCAP. Thismissionwas not only for the medics as SPC
Athey and PFC Cullins were both able to provide some
assistance and see some of what lifeislike for the loca
population. They both enjoyed it so much that they would
gladly doit again! The battalion has ran many ranges this
past week including oneran by HHC’svery own SFC Suarez.
Hewasthe OIC for the Battalion’'s M9 pistol range. His
preparation and planning along with the help of many others
in the company paid off as the range was both successful and
safe. Of course all ranges require ammunition, hence any
range ran by the battalion requires the help of Support
Platoon. SSG Wilson and SPC Villanuevawere constantly in
theright place at the right timewith theright ammo. Thisis
sometimes a thankless job, but without their support, the
ranges just wouldn't happen. This past week saw many
visitorsfrom the 82™ Engineer Battalionin Bamberg visit us
ontheir first recon. Thisiscertainly apositivesign asit
signalsthat our tour is one third complete.

SFC Sanley instructs soldiers on land navigation and then tests them
during HHC's recent Common Task Training stations
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A/9E: Breach Hell!

This week has proven to be as fast and furious
as our previous weeks as the mission company. Alpha
Company has continued the trend of doing many things
well by simultaneously executing up to four missionsina
single day, stretching across most of Kosovo. Without
further delay, hereis what was going on for the platoons
thisweek:

1% platoon completed Force Protection and
began Quick Reaction Force this past week. Late on
Wednesday evening, 1% platoon received itsfirst mission
and within 14 hours they were on their way to clear and
mark alane through an area known to have been aVvJ
minefield near the Former Yugoslav Republic of
Macedonia (FY ROM) boarder. The mission was to
clear and mark a Landing and Pick-up Zone for CH-47
helicopters, several one-meter footpaths and alarge
briefing areafor COMKFOR (MG Valentin). The
KFOR Commander was set to visit the adjusted boarder
between FYROM and Kosovo, and 1% Platoon was
caled in to ensure the safety of the official party. On
Thursday, 1% platoon conduct platoon PT test during
which thefollowing soldiers earned the physical fitness
badge: SFC Agmata scored 297, SSG Labrador scored
291, CPL Brown scored 288 and PFC Rogers scored
282. The army standard to received PT badgeisto
score 90 points on each event (PU, SU, 2Milerun).

First platoon al so brought its average up to 264.06,
highest score in the company.

- SPC Oliver operating
& the ANPSS-12 Mine
| detector

SPC Padillareceiveslittle
resistance using his ACE
toclear avehiclelane

On Wednesday this week, the Dirty Deuce conducted
an M203 (40mm grenade launcher) range for the
battalion at Falcon 2. In order for the range to be a
success, it required the platoon to build and set up
targets and firing stations on Tuesday. The range itself
waswell designed and built, which aided in the overall
success for the platoon. Everyone had the opportunity
to qualify or familiarize them self with firing the M 203.
Next week, the platoon will operate atwo-day M4/M 16
range for the battalion at Falcon 8.

The Dirty Deuce posesin front of the M203 window target

This week, the sappers of 3rd Platoon commenced
work on clearing vegetation on Camp Bondstee! in order
to facilitate upcoming Expert Field Medical Badge
testing for Falcon medics. SPC Padillaand PFC Clark
have already cleared two vehicle lanes using their
Armored Combat Earthmovers (ACEs). 2nd and 3rd
squads have completed most of their first dismount lane
using chain saws, axes and machetes. Their progress
moved quickly with the help of SGT Clack, aBOBCAT
expert on loan from A/94th Engineers. For many of 3rd
Platoon’s members, thisisthefirst engineer project
they’ ve been involved with. We'refinding that seeing
the finished product at the end of each day is worth the
sweat and sore muscles!

This week, headquarters platoon was short-
handed again with SPC West attending the SAM 31
course, which will train him how to repair weapons.
SPC Letcher and SSG Rojas joined the CO, 1SG, and
SFC Williams|leaving Camp Bondsteel to shoot at an
M9 pistol range. Everyone qualified (the 1SG with the
highest score) and had a good time seeing some of the
countryside. In next week’sissue, look forward to more
combat engineer missions for Alpha Company, aswe
have one more week before we resume the guard shift.
Until then, Breach Hell!!

TASK FORCE 9TH ENG NEER (O



B/9E: Outlaws

The Outlawsare on themove and aremoving
fast. By thetimefamily membersread thisletter, we
will bevery near the hafway point. The82nd
Engineer’ sreconnai ssanceteam cameto visit us, yet
weremoving sofast it washard tofind thetimeto talk
tothem. Thecompany isnot only performing our
normal missonsof protecting the city and thechurch,
but we arealso the TF 1-77's Quick Reactionary
Force, training on engineer tasks, performing change of
platoon leader inventories, and preparingtorelievea
unitin Cerinica. TheFirst Sergeant just said, “We
haveto bethe busiest company down her.” Many
peoplewereworrying about complacency settingin at
themiddleof therotation. | canreassureyou that we
don't havetimefor complacency onour training
schedule. | havelooked and every moment of timeis
filled up, yet the Outlaws continueto bethe most
motivated. Thetemperature keepsincreasingtoan
average of 90 degreesin the center of thecity, yet the
Outlaws continueto be motivated. Wemissour
families, yet the Outlaws continueto be motivated.
There have been some changesinthecity of Gnjilane,
that you may have heard about. Many of thelocals
have changed from drinking coffeeto drinking beer
during the summer months. Thisweek wehad to
arrest 2 peoplefor throwing abeer on one of our
soldiers.

SPC McBeeat range

SSG Beaty filling out areport in thewind

Both menwereputinjail for 72 hours. | just
mentionthat to assurefamily membersthat therules
down hereare stringent enough to assurethat the
safety of thesoldiersisthe#1 priority. Wecan arrest
anyone, who threatensusin any way. Speaking of
rules, there have been many concernsontherules
concerning soldierscoming back to Germany. The
rulesare pretty specific, and few if any exceptionswill
begranted. Wejust received aRed Cross message
that asoldiers Grandmother passed away. | fed awful,
but we cannot send asoldier home unlessthefamily
member isamother, father, or another relativewhois
listedinthesoldiersrecordsashislegal guardian. |
apologize, but theruleshaveto be dtrict, so that the
company can continueto performit’'smission. There
are 101 good reasonsto send each soldier back to
Germany, but | only have 76 guys, and that isbarely
enough to get thejob done. Just remember the
Outlaws, will continueto bewith youin spirit.
GodBless,

CPT Bill Lash

2LT Hensen and SPC Adams as QRF
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C/9E: Dawgs of War

The Dawgs of War continue to work and train
hard and prepare for force protection at Camp
Bondsteel, Kosovo. This past Saturday we held our
CTT classes (Common Task Training), we had severa
stations manned by highly motivated Dawgs. At Station
One CPL Smith and SGT Walker trained and evaluated
the Company on properly wearing and maintaining the
protective mask. At Station Two, SGT Flakes and SPC
Hendley validated land navigation skills, and SPC
Tucker instructed proper wear and use of the MOPP
suit and procedures to decontaminate yourself and
others.

Lieutenants Christopher and Lavicka returned
safely from their bridge training at Camp Casablanca, in
Multi-National Brigade (South) or the German sector.
They were sad to report that the pleasures of the
training were greatly exaggerated - there was no sauna.
While the pool was excellent the latest fashion at the
poolside for European men left alot to be desired
(Speedo swimstits) for our young officers. Thetraining
proved successful and the lieutenants are very happy to
report that the Mabey Johnson Bridge is a great piece
of equipment (and that they are glad to be back with the
Company).

During the week, SFC Heideman from Second
Platoon ran the M 16 rifle range for the Battalion.
Corporas Casanova and Rehn, and SPC Brekke all
gualified expert on their assigned weapons. Our
Company as awhole completed the range without a
singlefailure.

Congratul ations to the Tucker family on the
birth of their bouncing baby girl Joann-Taylor Tucker,
born on June 2002. Our best wishes are with the happy
family.

At the Company inspection formation held
before guard mount SPC Wilson Mitchell was selected
as the most squared away soldier for inspection and
was awarded a Battalion coin by CSM Rather. SPC
Mitchell was also selected as Soldier of the Month for
Task Force 9E for the month of July 2002.

SSG Reed'sreenlistment on the stepsto the Prizren cathedral

Several soldiers have returned from the FM PP
trip and attest to the fact that the sights and the shop-
ping are great and the primary focus of the trip. SPC
Toman said that “ The prices were unbelievable at the
stores. | bought a pair of sunglassfor 11 lev (about 5
dollars), the restaurants were a great change from the
food at Bondsteel... Peopletalk about how Sophia
being abad city with prostitutes everywhere. | did not
see any and there are many great clean thingsto do. It
isagood break from the Army in the middle of the
Kosovo rotation.”

1LT Greg Parranto reenlisted SSG Robert P.
Reed at Prizren on the steps of one the most historic
churchesin Kosovo on July 12", 2002.

Dawg 6

A& O soldiersclean their vehicles
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7L AI94E: Warriors

Theflight medic treats PV2 Hardy for a laceration

Soldierscarry PV2 Hardy on a litter to the helicopter

The MEDEVAC helicopter takes off from Route Lion

HARD TRAINING, EASY FLIGHT

Thisweek the mighty AlphaWarriorsgot a
chanceto partakeinaMedica Evacuation
(MEDEVAC) training exercise. The participantswere
those soldierscongtructing on RouteLion. Thetraining
kicked off with SGT Street callingtheMEDEVAC
request into Battalion. PV 2 Hardy had been“injured”.
PV2Hardy “suffered” alaceration to hisleft forearm
caused by thereciprocating saw. It happened whilethe
vertical crew wasworking ontheguard-railingfor the
RouteLion Bypass. Themedic onsitewasHHC/9E's
PFC Edwards. PFC Edwardstreated PV2 Hardy for
thelaceration and gavehiman IV whilethey waited for
the UH-60 Blackhawk to arrive. Oncethe helicopter
touched down, theawaiting litter team then transported
PV 2 Hardy tothe Blackhawk. Then, just asfast asit
happened, it wasover. The group then conducted an
after actionsreview. Once complete the pilotswere
kind enough to giveasdlect few ridesinthe
Blackhawk. All inall, it wasagreet day for
MEDEVAC training intheWarriorsbackyard of

- RouteLion.

PV2 Hardy getsloaded onto the MEDEVAC
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737th EOD

Aftershock 737 continuesto conduct all missions
assigned providing excellent support to theentire

MNB (E) sector. 737" iscontinuingitspartnership
with other EOD unitsfrom other countries. Weare
preparing to conduct training with our British, German,
Danish and French counterparts. The EOD exchange
programisagreat way for al EOD technicianstolearn
about another way to approach an unexploded bomb.
We conducted demolition operationsthisweek on
DemoHill. The Danish participated inthisevent and
welearned alot from each other. Theunitaso
participated in weaponsrangeswith therest of the 9"
EN BN, thiswasagreat opportunity for my company
to become current on all weaponssystems. Wehave
seven interpreters dedicated to EOD support and they
do an outstanding job for us. Shipque one of our
interpreters has done such an outstanding job thusfar
during rotation that she received acoin from CSM
Beam, theMNB (E) CSM. Way to go Shipque! My
counter part (CPT Groggett, 702" Grafenwoehr) for
the next rotation came over to Kosovo for afirst look.
Wewere ableto show him our entireoperation. This
wasagreat morale booster for my guysto know the
endisclose. Wealso conducted our first VTCwith
FT Belvoir, VA. Thisalso wasagreat moralebooster
for my soldiersand their spouses.

CPT Green

Aftershock soldiers conducting PMI




Scenes from KFOR 4A

EOD soldier participating in weapons qualification

SSG Rojas and SPC Letcher take a break during Alpha
9E'sM9 Range

Members of 3rd Squad/A Co, take a breather; refueling
their chainsaw and themselves

Editor in Chief
PFC Edwards, 9E Medic, administersan IV to arole- The GilaAdjutant il
playing injured soldier from A/94E iaﬁ' *?:TEE
NI
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